CODE OF ETHICS 
FOR Members of the Saskatchewan Council of Archives and Archivists 
Preamble 
The Code of Ethics for the SCAA establishes standards of conduct for its members. The Code is not intended to provide solutions to specific problems; rather it provides a high level ethical framework to guide council members. 

Purpose 
The Code of Ethics promotes institutional and professional observance of sound and ethical archival principles and standards. 

Professional Relationships 

SCAA members respect the collecting mandate of all Saskatchewan Archival institutions.   Members do not knowingly compete for or solicit the records that fall under another institutions collecting mandate.  Members co-operate to ensure the preservation of materials in repositories where they will be adequately processed and effectively utilized. 

Judgments 
Members exercise professional judgment in acquiring, appraising and processing records. They protect the integrity of archival material and protect the authenticity of the records during appraisal and acquisition, arrangement and description and preservation and use. Members value impartiality in relation to archival decisions and do not allow personal beliefs or viewpoints to guide their decisions. 

Trust 

Members respect the special trust they have been given and do not use their position or the knowledge they have acquired through their professional activities to unfairly benefit themselves or others. 

Negotiations with donors are conducted fairly and fully consider the authority to transfer, donate, or sell; financial arrangements and benefits; copyright; plans for processing; and conditions of access. 

Authenticity and Integrity 

Members maintain the integrity of the records in their care and custody. They appraise, select and maintain archival material in its historical, legal and administrative context, thus retaining the principles of provenance, preserving and making evident the original relationships of documents. 

Members do not alter, manipulate, or destroy records to conceal facts or distort evidence. 

Access 

In accordance with legal requirements and institutional policies, members endeavor to provide equitable access to records in their care. Lengthy and/or unreasonable restrictions on access are discouraged. However, clearly stated restrictions of defined duration are often a condition of acquisition and archivists occasionally suggest such restrictions to protect privacy. All arrangements made at time of acquisition are faithfully observed.

Security/Protection 
Members protect the records in their custody to the best of their ability and take precautions as necessary to guard them from physical damage, deterioration and theft.
